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Valerie BOUILLON-DELPORTE

Executive Director

15 January 2026, Hydrogen Summit & Expo, Tampere

POWERING EUROPE’S CLEAN 

HYDROGEN FUTURE: 

Clean Hydrogen Partnership 

funding opportunities 
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Overview and Strategic 

priorities



EU Institutional Public-Private

Partnership (IPPP)

Research community

more than 150 members

Industry Association

more than 600 members

1 billion EURO from Horizon Europe* to implement R&I activities and

facilitate the transition to a greener EU society through the development of hydrogen technologies

* additional 200 million EURO for Hydrogen valleys (under RePowerEU)

Clean Hydrogen Partnership (Joint Undertaking)
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What we do … in Europe 



17 years of the Joint Undertaking 
From research to delivering hydrogen solutions/innovations in the market

Also supporting policy

with scientific data 

(‘feedback-to-policy’)



Clean Hydrogen JU Programme 

(over last 17 years)

18%

9%

5%

3%

2%

31%

18%

14%

404*
projects 

supported 
for 

€ 1.81 bn

H2 Production

H2 Storage & 
Distribution 

H2 End Use: 
Transport

H2 Valleys

Cross-cutting

42 Projects

€ 165.3 million

88 Projects

€ 331.2 million

58 Projects

€ 90.6 million

21 Projects

€ 253.4 million

Supply Chain 18 Projects

€ 58.0 million

Strategic Research 
Challenge

3 Projects

€ 29.6 million

H2 End Use: Clean 
Heat and Power

82 Projects

€ 559.1 million

92 Projects

€ 320.0 million

*Additional 30 grants/projects under preparation from call 2025 for more than 180 mill EURO



Transforming R&I into real projects and growth through integrated 
support to regions

25 Regions  supported

€ 1.4 bn CAPEX

500+ MW Electrolysers

30+ HRS

Support to 

investments: H2 

projects including H2 

Valleys

Leveraging funding

Hydrogen Valleys 

Facility

Memorandum of 

Cooperation with 

Managing 

Authorities



Repowering the EU with Hydrogen Valleys

March 2023
“Hydrogen Valleys are key for the 

creation of a European research and 

innovation area for hydrogen.”
Comm. Mariya Gabriel 

July 2020
European Hydrogen 

Strategy

May 2022
REPowerEU Plan

200 MEUR top-up for the 

Clean Hydrogen 

partnership to double the 

number of Hydrogen Valleys

June 2024
European Hydrogen 

Valley Roadmap

European Commission’s 

inspirational target of 50 

Hydrogen Valleys 

under construction or 

operational by 2030
across the entire EU

September 2020
“I want NextGenerationEU to create new 

European Hydrogen Valleys to 

modernise our industries, power our 

vehicles.”

Ursula von der Leyen. 



11
“Hydrogen Valleys" are local market makers for clean 
hydrogen – Integrated infrastructure projects along the 
whole value chain

What they're made of

• Next-generation H2 market development

• Integrated (and larger-scale) projects 
covering the full value chain

Hydrogen 
Valleys

Fully developed 
hydrogen industry 

Pilots, demo 
projects

• Large-scale joint investment (x10 m EUR 
and up to multi-bn EUR)

• Full hydrogen value chain coverage

– Centralized clean hydrogen production 
(de facto mostly green H2)

– Shared infrastructure (e.g., pipelines, 
refueling stations)

– Multiple end-uses (e.g., petrochemical 
industry, hydrogen road mobility)  

• Geographically defined scope (from local, 
regional to international/cross border)

Slide adapted from material produced by Roland Berger as part of the H2VPlatform contract funded by the Clean Hydrogen Partnership 

Bottom-up contribution to 
market development



Hydrogen Valleys – multipliers and enablers of socio-
economic synergies

JU Funding
+250 million  €

Investments 
+1,300 million  €

+450 beneficiaries from 40 
countries

Hydrogen Valleys deployed across 
19 European countries

21 Hydrogen Valleys supported to date – 5 additional 

grants being prepared

STEP Seal



Transport

+150 buses

~200 Long-Haul trucks

~7 garbage trucks

~4 vessels

+150 vans

Light duty vehicles (taxis)

non-road-mobile machinery (forklifts,tractors, etc.), 

Others

Energy

100 MW fuel cell for heat & power

Gas/H2 turbines

H2 blending gas grid

Heat only (domestic, commercial, industry)

Industry

Ammonia production

Refineries

Steel making

Other chemical industry

Hydrogen Valleys Value Chain Coverage
Indicative plans (exc. PDA support) 

+600MW

+60,000
Tons H2 per 

year

100 km H2 

pipelines 
50 HRS 50 tube 

trailers

Industry 70% Energy 10% Transport 20% *Includes depleted gas fields 
and salt caverns

1000’s tons above and 

underground H2 storage*



RIA*
IA

Project Development Assistance Services

1st call for applications closed on 29/09/2025

36 PDA applications received, from 18
countries, 12 EU Member States, 6 Horizon 

Europe associated countries

9 applications awarded with PDA light 

6 applications awarded with PDA Plus

Hydrogen Valleys Facility
Project Development Assistance started!



Accelerating deployment
Support for Hydrogen Valleys on their way to FID via a dedicated 
Hydrogen Valleys Facility 

Hydrogen Valleys Facility

Project 

Development 

Assistance

H2V 

Knowledge 

Centre

H2V 

Platform

Up to 40 Hydrogen 

Valleys

Guidance, 

templates, 

peer-to-peer 

exchanges, 

expert 

webinars

Excludes Hydrogen Valleys included in the Hydrogen Valleys Platform 

Excludes 7 Valleys Call 2025, currently being prepared  

101 

Hydrogen 

Valleys 

are 

featured, 

including 

78 from 

EU 

https://h2v.eu/hydrogen-valley-platform


European Hydrogen Observatory

• Industry 

• Policy makers

• Academics

• Opinion leaders

• Citizens

• Many new data sets regarding 

all the steps in the hydrogen 

value chain;

• Geomap

• Levelised Cost of Hydrogen 

Calculator

• Observatory Reports

• News and events interface

• Learn about hydrogen

• Internal Portal

Highlights

Target Audience



Success Stories –

spotlight on our projects

Bringing hydrogen buses to 

new cities across Europe

Building the standards to 

power Europe’s hydrogen 

economy

Pushing the boundaries of hydrogen 

combustion in gas turbines

On the road to zero emissions: Advancing MEA 

performance for fuel cell vehicles

Hydrogen Valleys: Powering 

innovation and regional growth across 

Europe

https://www.clean-hydrogen.europa.eu/projects-dashboard/success-stories/bringing-hydrogen-buses-new-cities-across-europe_en
https://www.clean-hydrogen.europa.eu/projects-dashboard/success-stories/bringing-hydrogen-buses-new-cities-across-europe_en
https://www.clean-hydrogen.europa.eu/projects-dashboard/success-stories/bringing-hydrogen-buses-new-cities-across-europe_en
https://www.clean-hydrogen.europa.eu/projects-dashboard/success-stories/building-standards-power-europes-hydrogen-economy_en
https://www.clean-hydrogen.europa.eu/projects-dashboard/success-stories/building-standards-power-europes-hydrogen-economy_en
https://www.clean-hydrogen.europa.eu/projects-dashboard/success-stories/building-standards-power-europes-hydrogen-economy_en
https://www.clean-hydrogen.europa.eu/projects-dashboard/success-stories/pushing-boundaries-hydrogen-combustion-gas-turbines_en
https://www.clean-hydrogen.europa.eu/projects-dashboard/success-stories/pushing-boundaries-hydrogen-combustion-gas-turbines_en
https://www.clean-hydrogen.europa.eu/projects-dashboard/success-stories/road-zero-emissions-advancing-mea-performance-fuel-cell-vehicles_en
https://www.clean-hydrogen.europa.eu/projects-dashboard/success-stories/road-zero-emissions-advancing-mea-performance-fuel-cell-vehicles_en
https://www.clean-hydrogen.europa.eu/projects-dashboard/success-stories/hydrogen-valleys-powering-innovation-and-regional-growth-across-europe_en
https://www.clean-hydrogen.europa.eu/projects-dashboard/success-stories/hydrogen-valleys-powering-innovation-and-regional-growth-across-europe_en
https://www.clean-hydrogen.europa.eu/projects-dashboard/success-stories/hydrogen-valleys-powering-innovation-and-regional-growth-across-europe_en


Success Stories 2025 –

a new focus (start-ups and competitiveness)

H2SITE – start-up born in Bilbao as a spin-off from 

TECNALIA and TUe, focusing on process 

intensification. Owns two patent applications coming 

from projects FERRET and HYGRID.

150kW SOEC

2.4 MW SOEC

720kW SOEC

MW level PEM

10MW PEM

100MW PEM
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What we do …. In Finland 



JU Contribution in Finland



JU Contribution in Finland –
Hydrogen Valley Projects
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Coming up ...  



• Showcasing 2026 call topics across key areas such as hydrogen 

production, storage, end uses. 

• Participants will also receive practical, concise guidance on proposal 

preparation and how to strengthen impact, supporting consortium 

building and successful submissions.

• Dedicated brokerage / project pitching session

• Date: 21 January 2026

Location: Charlemagne Building, Rue de la Loi 170, 1040 Brussels

• More information: www.clean-hydrogen.europa.eu

http://www.clean-hydrogen.europa.eu/
http://www.clean-hydrogen.europa.eu/
http://www.clean-hydrogen.europa.eu/
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